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be used on tight corners, at intersections or high-volume sections of road such as in urban areas, 

where the stress factors related to vehicle movements are increased. 

 

The average cost for road rehabilitation/replacement works per lane kilometre for the 2022/23 

construction season is estimated at $33,818. There are variances in construction, so there is not a 

consistent national rate for this work. 

 

To ensure the road pavement is protected and to extend the life of the pavement resurfacing is 

undertaken at more frequent intervals.  

 

The cost and lifespan of road surfacing materials varies and the cost has substantially increased over 

recent years. Chip seal has an approximate life span of 8-12 years and has an average cost of 

$31.19m2. Thin asphalt has an approximate life span of 8-12 years and has an average cost of 

$236.55m2. Structural asphalt has an approximate life span of 20+ years, but has an average cost of 

$1,195m2. The life span of the materials is dependent on several factors, including the environment of 

the road, and impacts of severe weather events.  

 

There are also many factors to consider when calculating the cost for a length of road, using the 

above. These factors include the width of road (width of shoulders, wide centreline and passing lanes, 

etc), whether there is roadside furniture along the length of road (signs, wire rope barriers, guardrails, 

audible tactile paving (rumble strips)) and any additional depth of the pavement due to underlying 

ground conditions, etc. 

 

In line with Waka Kotahi policy, this response will soon be published on our website, with personal 

information removed. 

 

If you would like to discuss this reply with Waka Kotahi, please contact Natasha Utting, Media 

Manager, by email at natasha.utting@nzta.govt.nz.  

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Wayne Oldfield 

Senior Manager Maintenance and Operations 




