
Nov 1839
The Rev. Octavius 
Hadfield and Rev. 
Henry Williams walked 
from Wellington to 
Waikanae, arriving on 
18 November.  By the 
early 1840’s all settler 
traffic followed this 
general route and even 
drays successfully 
negotiated the rocky 
shore between 
Pukerua Bay and 
Paekākāriki.

c.1300
The earliest evidence 
of occupation on the 
lower west coast of the 
North Island was found 
at a moa hunter site 
at Paremata and it is 
thought to date back to 
the 14th century.  

Over the next 500 years 
a system of tracks and 
routes was established 
between Te Whanganui-
o-Tara (Wellington) and 
the lower west coast of 
the North Island.  These 
tracks later provided 
early Europeans with the 
only means of movement 
across the land. 

1839
The Tory arrived 
in Wellington at 
the start of the 
New Zealand 
Company’s 
settlement at 
Port Nicholson, 
or Wellington as 
it became known. 

1842
Mail services 
between Wellington 
and Whanganui 
began.  

1843
Work began on 
a road between 
Wellington and 
Porirua.  Much 
disliked by Ngati Toa 
chiefs Te Rauparaha 
and Te Rangihaeata, 
it was constructed 
under the protection 
of British forces. 

1848
The road from 
Wellington to 
Porirua was 
completed.  Bishop 
Selwyn walked 
from Ōtaki to 
Wellington in one 
(very long) day.  

1877
The Hutt County 
Council was formed.  
This local authority 
had responsibility 
for the construction 
and maintenance 
of roads from 
Paekākāriki to 
Waikanae until 
the 1950’s.  The 
Manawatu County 
Council, responsible 
for roads north of 
Waikanae, was 
formed the same 
year.

1849
The road to Porirua was extended via 
Pauatahanui to Paekākāriki.  This route 
avoided the steep rocky coastline in 
favour of what became known as the 
Paekākāriki Hill Road.  Places further 
north e.g. Raumati, Paraparaumu and 
Waikanae, were still reached via the 
beach, with rivers forded on foot, 
horseback, boat or, later, punt or ferry.  
This new route allowed carts and 
even coaches to travel as far north as 
Whanganui.  A trip to Waikanae or Ōtaki 
usually took two days, with a break at 
Paekākāriki. 

1858
Cobb and Co. began a regular 
service between Wellington 
and Whanganui. 

1878
Work began on a 
railway up the west 
coast from Wellington 
to the Manawatu.  
The project was 
suspended by the 
government in 1880.  
Tenders were called 
by the Hutt County 
Council for the 
operation of a ferry to 
cross the Waikanae 
River near the river 
mouth at the site of 
the Waikanae Hotel.  
The ferry, no more 
than a rowing boat, 
remained in use 
until the railway was 
completed in 1886. 

1882
The privately 
owned Wellington 
and Manawatu 
Railway Company 
took over 
construction of the 
railway line.  

3 Nov 1886
The Wellington-
Manawatu Railway 
opened.  It immediately 
transformed movement 
along the west coast 
north of Wellington, 
and, as a result, Cobb 
and Co.’s coach service 
ended.  

1898
Some work on a Paekākāriki-
Paraparaumu road was 
undertaken in 1897, but the 
following year, following 
an application from Hutt 
and Horowhenua County 
Councils to the Minister 
of Lands,  funding was 
set aside in Public Works 
estimates for a road 
between Paekākāriki and 
Ōtaki.  Work started in 
earnest the following year. 

From 1886
Over time, towns were 
formed inland from 
beach settlements (e.g. 
Paraparaumu, Ōtaki and 
Waikanae) where the 
railway route took it away 
from the sea.  Roads 
were formed between 
the railway and beach 
settlements.  

1896 
By this time, only 
a basic inland 
route between 
the railway 
settlements had 
been formed.  A 
visit by Premier 
Richard Seddon 
that year led to 
funding and the 
construction of a 
formed road by 
1902.  

1901
A bridge was 
built over the 
Waikanae 
River; prior to 
this traffic still 
had to ford 
the river.   

1902
The road between 
Paekākāriki and 
Paraparaumu was 
opened;  the route 
along the west 
coast north of 
Wellington became 
known as the Main 
West Road. 

Oct 1905
A bicycle race 
for employees of 
the Wellington 
Manawatu Railway 
Co. was held 
between Waikanae 
and Paekākāriki.  

1909
With the completion 
of the North Island 
Main Trunk Line, 
the government 
nationalised 
the Wellington-
Manawatu Railway 
Company and New 
Zealand Railways 
took over its 
operation.  

1924
The Main Highways 
Board came into effect 
following the passing 
of Main Highways 
Act 1922.  The Board 
could declare certain 
main arterial roads as 
main highways.  It then 
funded and managed 
their maintenance as 
a matter of national 
importance.  The 
Paekākāriki Hill Road 
was a main highway 
but the road from 
Paekākāriki to Waikanae 
and points north 
was not,  although 
its upgrading and 
maintenance was later 
funded, at least in part, 
by the Board. 

1926-28
Portions of the 
Main West Road 
were substantially 
reconstructed 
and widened, 
including between 
MacKays Crossing 
and Paraparaumu 
and between 
Paraparaumu and 
the Waikanae 
Railway Crossing.   

1929
The Main West 
Road was sealed 
with bitumen. 

1936-1939
A new road was built between 
Paremata and Paekākāriki to 
bypass the Paekākāriki Hill Road, 
which was by then considered 
to have an unsuitable alignment 
and be too indirect for modern 
needs.  In honour of the country’s 
centenary, it was incorporated 
into what became known as the 
Centennial Highway (Ngauranga 
to Paekākāriki) shortly before 
its completion. It was kicked off 
by the opening of the Paremata 
Bridge on 4 October 1936, which 
ended the need to travel around 
the Pauatahanui Inlet.  The most 
important outcomes of the 
project were the ease and speed 
with which it improved travelling 
times and the ensuing increased 
residential development from 
Paekākāriki northwards.  The new 
road, along with the Ngauranga 
Gorge Road (also part of the 
Centennial Highway), was officially 
opened on 4 November 1939. 

Late 1930’s
Following concerns about 
traffic accidents,  work 
began on eliminating 
level crossings on the 
main highway via the 
use of embankment 
flyovers.  By late 1937 the 
flyover at Paraparaumu 
was underway.    Designs 
for the remainder were 
undertaken in 1939.   
All the crossings were 
fixed during this period, 
with the exception of 
MacKays Crossing 
(finally completed in 
2008).  

1954
The National Roads Board, 
formed under the National 
Roads Act of 1953, succeeded 
the Main Highways Board. The 
change meant that important 
arterial routes were classified 
state highways in their entirety, 
which brought the road 
between Bulls and Wellington, 
including the section between 
Paekākāriki and Peka Peka, 
completely under the auspices 
of the new authority.  This left 
maintenance of minor roads to 
local authorities.  

1954-2000
General improvements to State 
Highway 1 undertaken during 
this period included the provision 
of passing lanes, upgrading 
of surface and subsurface 
composition, drainage, road 
marking and intersection 
visibility.  

1963
New bridge 
constructed 
across the 
Waikanae 
River.  

1966
A new railway 
underpass was 
constructed 
just south of 
Waikanae.  

Jun 2003
Work began on the Lindale 
Underpass, just north of 
Paraparaumu.  It was built to link 
State Highway 1 traffic with the 
Lindale complex to the west and 
Nikau Valley to the east. It was 
finished, considerably over budget at 
$5.9 million, in May 2005. 

2010
A new route, closer to 
the sea, was proposed for 
State Highway I between 
MacKays Crossing and 
Peka Peka.   

2009
A two-kilometre passing lane 
was constructed on State 
Highway I, at Peka Peka, four 
kilometres north of Waikanae.  

2004
Work began on a major 
realignment of traffic at MacKays 
Crossing.  An overbridge was 
constructed to take north and 
sound bound traffic over the 
rail crossing, thereby avoiding 
the delays that hindered traffic 
movement for over 100 years.  
The work, which also included a 
roundabout to feed local traffic 
meet the intersection, was 
completed in 2008.  

Nov 2007
One hundred and seven new 
lights were installed on State 
Highway 1 between Lindale 
and Waikanae River bridge.  
Work was completed in May 
2008 at a cost of $527,000.
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1954
The origins of what is now the 
Western Link Road go back 
to 1954 when a centre line 
proclamation was declared 
(by the then Ministry of 
Works) for the Wellington to 
Foxton Motorway. The general 
alignment remained fairly 
consistent over time, with just 
a few localised changes to the 
alignment as more information 
became available. At various 
times there were discussions 
about whether the route 
should actually become the 
state highway, or be used for 
a local arterial road. The more 
relevant discussions took 
place in the early 1990’s and 
in 1993 a study undertaken 
by the Wellington Regional 
Council concluded that the 
alignment should become the 
state highway (termed the 
‘Sandhills Motorway’).


