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The modelling, when completed in 2020, indicated that the three chosen roundabout designs would 

operate efficiently based on available actual traffic data at that time. The modelling also used forecasts 

to evaluate when the roundabouts may exceed their capacity in the future, and lead to some queuing 

occurring on SH2 at peak times. However, forecast increases in traffic numbers are uncertain. 

Increases in traffic volume and changes in travel demand following COVID-19 are not yet known. 

Other factors such as further urban development are also unknown.  

 

As outlined in our previous response of 26 May 2023, the single lane roundabouts were chosen for the 

intersections of Wiltons Road and East Taratahi Road, and Norfolk Road and Cornwall Road, as the 

most cost- and time-efficient way to improve safety – particularly as they avoided the time and cost 

associated with property acquisition. The Ngaumutawa Road roundabout has dual lanes on the SH2 

legs of the intersection and a single lane for the Ngaumutawa Road leg.  

 

The objective of state highway safety funding is to improve safety in as many locations as possible, 

nationwide, with the money available. These roundabouts will significantly reduce the risk of serious or 

fatal crashes at these intersections.  

 

Waka Kotahi will monitor the performance of the roundabouts when they are completed, carry out 

further traffic counts, and use this information to inform any future proposals to invest in capacity 

upgrades on the corridor. The current designs do not preclude any future projects that may look to 

further upgrade or dual-lane these roundabouts. We will work with Masterton and Carterton District 

Councils to understand how future developments may change traffic patterns and how state highway 

investments are best made to respond to these. 

 

Under section 28 of the Act, you have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review my decision to 

withhold part of this information. The contact details for the Ombudsman can be located at 

www.ombudsman.parliament.nz. 

 

In line with Waka Kotahi policy, this response will soon be published on our website, with personal 

information removed. 

 

If you would like to discuss this response with Waka Kotahi, please contact us by email to 

official.correspondence@nzta.govt.nz. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Kinvig 

National Manager, Infrastructure Design 

 




