
Better Conversations on Road Risk: 
Waikato Research Summary (2016)

AIM
To establish benchmarks for the 
Waikato Demonstration Project.

RESEARCH METHOD
Sample weighted to reflect age 
and gender distribution of the 
communities.
Random telephone survey of  
1,328 residents.
Data collected through April 2016.

KEY FINDINGS
Drivers in three Waikato 
communities have attitudes to 
road risk that are broadly similar 
to those of drivers in other parts 
of New Zealand. They are slightly 
more likely than the New Zealand 
population to think that their 
roads are not safe at current speed 
limits and that driving too fast for 
the road type is a safety problem.
Within the Waikato, Pokeno/
Tuakau/Port Waikato residents 
were more likely to believe that 
driver education and improving 
the roads are effective solutions, 
and less likely to be aware of local 
road safety proposals, despite 
being the community most likely 
to engage if invited. Cambridge 
residents were both the most 
aware of proposed changes to 
their roads to improve safety,  
and the most favourable towards 
these changes.  

Te Awamutu

Driving too fast for the type of road Improve signage / warn drivers  
of changes in the road Drivers exceeding the speed limit

Drivers being  distracted Educate drivers to choose the right speed 
Driving too fast for the weather conditions

Poor road quality Improve roads / make safer  
at their existing limits  

Poor road design

Speed limits set too high for some roads Reduce limit to better match road risk 

Pokeno/Tuakau/Port Waikato

Cambridge

Control Sample

Not all roads have the same risk
Some roads are not safe at the 

speed limits set for them 
% who agree or strongly agree 

Drivers need to choose the right speed
How much of a problem is each of the following in your area?
% indicating a score of 8,9,10 (0 not a problem at all to 10 a very serious problem)
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Communities have a view on the solutions
Effectiveness of solutions

% effective or very effective

We need to help drivers read the road
It is easy for drivers to tell what a safe 

speed is on the roads in your area
% who agree or strongly agree 

Communities will have preferences
Prefer to spend money on improving the roads 

and not reduce the speed limits in my area
% who agree or strongly agree 
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Pokeno/Tuakau/Port Waikato

Engagement with road changes varies from community to community
Awareness of proposed changes to 

roads aimed at improving safety
% aware 

For more information about the Better Conversations on Road Risk programme please visit: www.nzta.govt.nz/safety/better-conversations-on-road-risk

Favourability towards proposed 
road changes (of those aware) 

% favourable or very favourable

Likelihood to contribute views 
about changes if approached 

% likely or very likely

KEY:

SAMPLE SIZE:
199 for Pokeno/Tuakau/Port Waikato, 

413 for Cambridge and  
316 for Te Awamutu


