
The existing historic single lane Kawarau Falls Bridge is 85 years old and requires increasing 
maintenance. The Kawarau Falls Bridge project will provide a modern two-lane State highway bridge 
over the Kawarau River at Frankton while retaining the old bridge for walking and cycling. 

Project benefi ts: 
•  Remove traffi  c signals used to manage traffi  c 

fl ows on the current single lane bridge and 
therefore improve journey times and reliability

•  Improve security of a State highway link, where 
the only other alternative southerly access into the 
Wakatipu Basin involves taking a 180 km detour 

•  Improve connectivity between developments 
south of the Kawarau River and Frankton or 
Queenstown

•  Remove all vehicular traffi  c from the existing 
historic bridge. 

1. Why a new Kawarau Falls Bridge? 

The new bridge will have the following features:
•  Two full traffi  c lanes 
•  Sealed shoulders suitable for road cyclists 
•  Footpath on one side of the bridge 
•  Enhanced State highway southern entrance to 

Queenstown 
•  Minimal disruption for boats using the Kawarau River.

Timeline

2000-2002 – preliminary options development and 
community consultation 

2011 – further options development and fi nalising the 
preferred option

2011 – preparing reports for consents 

2012 – preparing specimen design for design 
and construct contract

2012 – consent applications 

post 2015 – construction  


