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Executive summary 

The Northern Corridor Improvements Project (the Project) is an accelerated project that has been 
identified by the Government as being necessary to capitalise on the benefits of the Western Ring 
Route Project.  The Western Ring Route is intended to provide an alternative route through the 
Auckland Region to that provided by the current route State Highway 1 (SH1) through metropolitan 
Auckland and its CBD.  In doing so the Western Ring Route will provide an alternative motorway route 
from South Auckland via State Highway 20 (SH20), State Highway 16 (SH16), and State Highway 18 
(SH18) and connecting to SH1 on the North Shore.  

The Waterview Connection and SH16 causeway projects are currently under construction to complete 
this link.  The Project will bring SH18 and its connection to SH1 up to full motorway standard, and thus 
assist in delivering the full benefits of the Western Ring Route once the Waterview connection is 
functioning. 

The Project works on SH1 extend from Oteha Valley Road in the north to Constellation Drive in the 
south and on SH18 from the Albany Highway Interchange in the west to the SH1 connection.  Key 
elements of the Project include capacity and safety improvements to SH18 and SH1 within the Project 
Area, including the construction of a motorway to motorway connection for northbound traffic at the 
SH18 to SH1 interchange and additional lanes and improved connections to the local roading network.  
These elements of the Project will necessitate alterations to both the SH18 and SH1 designations to 
provide sufficient footprint for the Project works.  

Complementary to the above, the Project incorporates an extension to the Northern Busway from its 
current terminus at Constellation Bus Station to the Albany Bus Station.  A shared 
pedestrian/cycleway path will also be provided along the eastern side of SH1.  These elements of the 
Project will require new designations.  An upgrade of the existing Constellation Bus Station is 
proposed which also requires an alteration to the existing bus station designation. 

A preliminary design has been developed for the Project to accurately quantify the extent of land 
required and assess potential environmental effects. Further detailed design will occur once the 
Project moves into the construction phase.  While the detailed design may differ from the preliminary 
design it is intended that the detailed design will not depart from the environmental effects parameters 
established by the preliminary design. 

Consultation with directly affected landowners and key stakeholders has taken place prior to and 
through the development of the preliminary design. Stakeholders consulted include Mana Whenua, 
Auckland Council entities, affected business organisations and sports organisations, and utility 
operators with assets potentially affected by the Project. Engagement with the wider community has 
been undertaken by way of newsletters, social media, the development of a Project website and open 
days. Opportunities for the community to comment on the Project have been provided via feedback 
forms, a Project 0800 number and the operation of a Project office. Where practicable, the 
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development of the preliminary design has responded to the feedback received during the consultation 
process. 

The Project area is within Auckland’s North Shore and traverses established residential and 
commercial areas as well as areas currently undergoing development.  The current designation 
corridor is constrained by surrounding land uses. In order to meet the objectives of the Project it is 
necessary for the works to extend beyond the existing designations and for land to be acquired at 
certain locations along the corridor. As a consequence of this, careful consideration has been given to 
alternative sites, routes and methods of undertaking the necessary work to minimise the amount of 
additional land required and also to avoid where practicable adverse environmental effects of the 
Project.   

The preliminary design has also been developed to avoid where practicable adverse environmental 
effects of the Project. In this regard, the design includes comprehensive treatment of stormwater from 
both existing and new pavement, the provision of noise attenuation walls adjacent to those sensitive 
receivers which will be affected by operational noise, construction techniques to ensure that potential 
effects from works within the Rosedale Closed Landfill are contained and measures to protect 
identified habitat values. 

Based on the preliminary design a comprehensive assessment of actual and potential environmental 
effects has been undertaken, commencing with an assessment of the existing environment and the 
identification of the resource consents required to undertake the necessary works.  In this regard, all 
resource consents required for the Project are covered by the Auckland Unitary Plan Operative in Part 
as of 15 November 2016 and no other consents are considered necessary in terms of other operative 
district or regional planning instruments. 

Construction activities to be undertaken for the Project will require a range of resource consents which 
include those for vegetation removal, works within Significant Ecological Areas, earthworks, works on 
contaminated land including the Rosedale Closed Landfill, extensions to culverts, reclamation of a 
watercourse, stormwater discharge and diversion, groundwater diversion, and discharges of 
contaminants.  Overall, the resource consents have a non-complying activity status.   

All of the Technical Assessments have concluded that any adverse environmental effects of the 
Project can be avoided through design or are capable of mitigation to an acceptable level.  
Accordingly, a suite of mitigation measures are proposed that will ensure that any adverse 
environmental effects are reduced to an acceptable level and comply with all relevant statutory tests. 

An Urban Design and Landscape Framework has been prepared for the Project corridor which is 
provided with the Notices of Requirement and resource consent documentation. This document is to 
be used to inform subsequent more detailed Urban Design and Landscape Plans which are to be 
included with Outline Plans of Works prepared at the detailed design stage of the Project. 

Beyond this, the Project brings a number of significant benefits.  These include the wider regional 
transportation benefits that will accrue from the contribution the Project make to the completion of the 
Western Ring Route and the extension of the Northern Busway down to more local benefits provided 
by the shared use path and the improvement of local connections.  

When assessed holistically it is considered that the Project makes efficient use of the existing physical 
resource of the State highway network such that its positive effects will significantly outweigh any 
adverse effects and accordingly achieve the purpose of the Resource Management Act. 
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Terms Definitions 

Alignment The route or position of the proposed motorway, Busway and/ or SUP. 

Ambient Air 
The air outside that reflects the cumulative effect of all activities both 
human induced and natural.  It does not refer to indoor air, air in the 
workplace, or to contaminated air as it is discharged from a source. 

Amenity 

As defined in section 2 of the RMA, amenity values means those natural 
or physical qualities and characteristics of an area that contribute to 
people’s appreciation of its pleasantness, aesthetic coherence, and 
cultural and recreational attributes. 

Archaeological site 

As defined in Part 2 of the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 
2014: Any place in New Zealand that - 
(a) Either-  
Was associated with human activity that occurred before 1900; or 
Is the site of the wreck of any vessel where that wreck occurred before 
1900; and 
(b) Is or may be able through investigation by archaeological methods to 
provide evidence relating to the history of New Zealand:  

AS/NZS 1158 The Australia and New Zealand Standard for Lighting for Roads and 
Public Spaces. 

Auckland Council 

The unitary authority in terms of the Local Government (Auckland 
Council) Act 2009 and the Local Government (Auckland Transitional 
Provisions) Act 2010 which replaced the eight existing councils in the 
Auckland Region as of October 2010.  

Best Practicable Option 
Defined in Section 2 of the RMA. In relation to a discharge of a 
contaminant or an emission or noise, this means the best method for 
preventing or minimising the adverse effects on the environment. 

Culvert A pipe, designed to convey water under an embankment. 

dBA 
A measurement of sound level which has its frequency characteristics 
modified by a filter (A-weighted) so as to more closely approximate the 
frequency bias of the human ear.  

Designation 
Defined in Section 2 and Section 166 of the RMA as provision made in a 
district plan to give effect to a requirement made by a requiring authority 
under section 168 or section 168A or clause 4 of Schedule 1. 

Discharge An activity that results in a contaminant being emitted deposited or 
allowed to escape. 

Diversion of Stormwater Redirecting stormwater from its existing course of flow; causing it to flow 
by a different route. 

Do Minimum 

Term used in the context of a comparison between the effects of a 
project and the effects that would occur if the project was not undertaken 
(i.e. for the comparative evaluation of the effects ‘with and without’ the 
Project). 

Erosion Control 
Methods to prevent or minimise the erosion of soil, in order to minimise 
the adverse effects that land disturbing activities may have on a receiving 
environment. 

Heritage Site A site that contributes to an understanding and appreciation of New 
Zealand’s history and cultures. A heritage site can be derived from 

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1991/0069/latest/link.aspx
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1991/0069/latest/link.aspx
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2010/0037/8.0/DLM3016607.html
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2010/0037/8.0/DLM3016607.html
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1991/0069/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act_resource_resel&p=1&id=DLM236221#DLM236221
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1991/0069/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act_resource_resel&p=1&id=DLM236227#DLM236227
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1991/0069/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act_resource_resel&p=1&id=DLM241208#DLM241208
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Terms Definitions 

archaeological, architectural, cultural, historic, scientific and technological 
investigations. 

Hydrology The branch of science concerned with the properties of the earth’s water. 

Leq The time averaged sound level (on a log/energy basis) over the 
measurement period (normally A-weighted). 

Motorway 

As defined in Part 2 of the Public Works Act 1981: A motorway declared 
as such by the Governor-General in Council under section 138 of this 
Act; and includes all bridges, drains, culverts, or other structures or works 
forming part of any motorway so declared; but does not include any local 
road, access way, or service lane (or the supports of any such road, way, 
or lane) that crosses over or under a motorway on a different level. 

Noise Mitigation An activity or structure which reduces/mitigates the impact or effect of 
noise. 

Overflow 
A discharge from a combined sewer or wastewater network resulting 
from the flows being greater than the conveyance capacity within the 
network. 

Overland Flow Path The natural flow path of stormwater over the ground. 

Paul Matthews Road 
Interchange 

A new interchange inclusive of the reconfiguration of the existing 
Caribbean Drive intersection, a new eastbound off-ramp from SH18 and 
a direct connection of Paul Matthews Road to Upper Harbour Highway 
via a new bridge structure. 

Pedestrian/Cycleway A dedicated facility for the shared-use of pedestrians and cyclists. 

Pier Vertical support structure for a bridge. 

PM10 

Fine particulate matter with an equivalent aerodynamic diameter of less 
than 10, 2.5 or 1 micrometres respectively. Fine particulates are 
predominantly sourced from combustion processes. Vehicle emissions 
are a key source in urban environments. 

Project Area The Project area is the Project corridor and immediate surrounds. 

Project Corridor 

The Project corridor is the extent of works contained on SH18 between 
Albany Highway and Constellation Drive, and SH1 between Upper 
Harbour Highway interchange and 90 m north of the Oteha Valley Road 
interchange. The Busway component of the works extends from 
Constellation Bus Station to the Albany Bus Station at Oteha Valley 
Road.  

The Project or NCI 
Project 

The Northern Corridor Improvements Project including alterations to 
designations, new designations and activities requiring regional resource 
consents. 

Sediment Control Capturing sediment that has been eroded and entrained in overland flow 
before it enters the receiving environment. 

Western Ring Route 
(WRR) 

A strategic State highway route which provides an alternative to SH1 as 
a regional route for traffic traversing Greater Auckland. The WWR 
requires the completion of links and new lanes to combine the South-
western (SH20), North-western (SH16) and Upper Harbour (SH18) 
highways into a continuous 48km motorway. The WWR will link the North 
Shore, West and South Auckland. 

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2009/0032/latest/DLM2044909.html?id=DLM47389#DLM47389
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