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SECTION B
Interchange Options  
Hydro Road/Karapiro Road

OPTION 1
Full diamond  
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DIRECT CONNECTION TO
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Some detours  
for northbound  

expressway users  
from Hydro Road

Very challenging 
to maintain local 
road connection 
for route option 

B4

Some challenges around  
physical and natural  

constraints

Some detours  
for southbound  

expressway users  
from Karapiro 

Road

Guidance suggests a  
minimum of 5km between 
interchanges. Cambridge 

Section interchange is 3km 
away from Hydro Rd

More readily allows  
adjustment around  
known constraints

Some  
duplication of 

roads and bridges

Summary Table

All options are illustrative only and should not be considered  
definitive in terms of location or road layout
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SECTION C
Interchange Options  
SH1/SH29

Summary Table
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OPTION 2
Interchange
(lower speed
arrangement)

OPTION 3
Interchange
(high speed
arrangement)

OPTION 1
Roundabout
(large
diameter)

All options are illustrative only and should not be considered  
definitive in terms of location or road layout
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Very localised Easily adaptable 
(slip lanes & 
overbridges)

Some upgrade 
may be needed 

in 20+ years

Very large  
footprint

Very  
challenging

No upgrade 
needed

Upgrade  
unlikely

ChallengingVery large  
footprint



Short-list of expressway route options and indicative interchange areas

To help understanding of the short-listed routes 
and interchange areas we have divided the 
project into three sections (A, B and C) with the 
key points for each section outlined above.

LEGEND

EXISTING STATE HIGHWAY
LOCAL ROAD
E2 CORRIDOR
INDICATIVE SHORT-LIST ROUTE OPTION
INDICATIVE INTERCHANGE AREA

KARAPIRO RD

Piarere

Karapiro
HYDRO RD

The plan below is illustrative only, and is not to be 
considered as definitive in terms of land requirements

Section A

Section B

Section C

TO TAURANGA

TO TIRAU

TO HAMILTON

TO CAMBRIDGE

A1, A2, 
A3, A4

B1 C1

C2
B2

B3B4

N
Two expressway route options 
are available west of Karapiro 
Road (B1 and B4). These are 
heavily restricted by the 
Karapiro Gully to the north 
and the arm  
of Lake Karapiro (situated 
to the east of Karapiro 
Village) and both options 
avoid Karapiro School.

East of Karapiro Road there  
are a total of four route options (B1, B2, B3 and B4). Each 
of the options through this section encounter similar 
topographical constraints, though the southern most 
option (B4) is initially close to the route of the existing 
State Highway.

Within Section B there is a requirement to provide access 
from Karapiro Village and Karapiro Road to the expressway. 
Full access will be provided from these roads onto and off 
the expressway from both directions at this location. The 
precise location and form of the interchange to provide this 
is currently being considered by the project team.

There are four possible expressway 
route options within Section A. 
These options include: 

A1: Expressway built to 
the north of the existing 
SH1, with a local access 
road built to the north 
of the new expressway to 
serve properties. Existing SH1 
becomes a local road on south 
side of expressway.

A2: Expressway built to the south of the existing SH1, 
with a local access road built to the south of the new 
expressway to serve properties. Existing SH1 becomes a 
local road on north side of expressway.

A3: Expressway built over the existing SH1 with local roads 
to the south and north to serve properties.

A4: Variation of option A1, which provides an alternative 
route at eastern end of the straight.

Section C has two route options 
to choose from (C1 and C2). 
The northern most option 
(C1) connects to SH29 
in the vicinity of Piarere 
Hall with option C2 to the 
south of this.

Within Section C there 
is a requirement to provide 
access from SH29 and SH1 to 
the expressway. Full access will be 
provided from these roads onto and off of the expressway 
from both directions. 

The precise location and form of the interchange to 
provide this is currently being considered by the project 
team. We are considering a range of options from a large 
roundabout to an interchange that allows traffic to flow 
freely onto and off the expressway.




