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desperately requires for its very survival. Over time, the condition of this highway has gradually 
fallen into a state of decline to the point that it is no longer seen as safe or fit for purpose. 
Northlands economy is based around the safe and reliable transportation of forestry, 
agricultural product and tourists. It is therefore imperative that the infrastructure for the 
conveyance of the above, both inter and intra regionally, can provide sufficient confidence to 
encourage future economic growth in all sectors.   
The RTC’s submission is made in the interests of reducing deaths and serious injuries on this 
stretch of State Highway 1. In addition, providing a more resilient and reliable journey will assist 
in promoting a growing regional economy whilst ensuring the sustainable management of 
Northland’s natural and physical resources and the social, and cultural wellbeing of its people 
and communities.  
 
Ara Tuhono - Puhoi to Warkworth Construction. 
The RTC supports the construction of the section of State Highway 1 between Puhoi and 
Warkworth to ensure “safe, resilient and reliable travel”. 
This support is based predominantly around Northlands historical requests and support for the 
upgrading and expanding of this stretch of State Highway 1. Over the years, there have been 
numerous investigations, studies and business cases undertaken in regards this project with no 
actual physical works being undertaken. 
The RTC notes that Waka Kotahi-NZ Transport Agency has also applied for a Notice of 
Requirement to enable the construction, operation and maintenance of a new four lane State 
Highway from Warkworth to Te Hana. 
The RTC therefore applauds and supports Waka Kotahi-NZTA for taking the initiative and 
commencing with this project following on from the Puhoi to Warkworth construction project. 
 
Ara Tuhono - Puhoi to Warkworth Tolling 
Whilst the RTC supports the construction of the section of State Highway 1 between Puhoi and 
Warkworth, we do have a number of concerns with regard to the proposal to toll this project 
and would request that these concerns be addressed as part of the consultation process. 
These concerns are: - 
1. State Highway 1 between the Silverdale and Puhoi is already tolled. The proposal for tolling of 
the Puhoi to Warkworth section will result in Northlanders having to pay twice for using this 
road, which is the region’s main connection to Auckland and the rest of New Zealand. 
2. No other state highway in New Zealand has more than one toll, yet the lifeline to arguably 
New Zealand’s lowest socio economic regions is to be tolled twice? The RTC can see no 
justifiable reason for this decision. 
3. We believe that of all the projects that Waka Kotahi-NZTA are constructing in the upper north 
island, only roads in the Northland to Auckland corridor are being tolled. 
4. One of the key considerations in the approved Waka Kotahi-NZTA Programme Business Case 
for this project was the disadvantage that Northland has compared with other regions in the 
Upper North Island.  The PBC sets out to reduce this deficiency by improving travel times so that 
they are comparable with Auckland to Hamilton. 
5. By tolling the road to Northland, this will disproportionally affect the Northland economy 
compared to other regions.  This is contrary to the Government’s position on surge regions and 
support for economic development. 
6. There are a number of major highway projects that have been undertaken recently that have 
no tolling at all. These include: - 
a. SH1 Auckland to Hamilton; 
b. SH1 Hamilton to Cambridge; 
c. SH2 Tauranga to Te Puke; 
d. Transmission Gully, north of Wellington 
The RTC questions why the above projects were not tolled yet the Northland bound one is. 
7. Despite the new Transmission Gully project being considered as a road suitable for tolling, 
Waka Kotahi-NZTA announced last year it would not be tolled. The rationale indicated that,  
 
“Tolling the road would likely result in more drivers choosing to use the coastal route, which 
would compromise the safety, environmental and access benefits the road would deliver”.  
 
The only alternative to the tolled route for Northlanders will be a dangerous road with a 












































