
SAFER SPEED REVIEW Consultation

We’ve heard from the community that speed through Waiotapu 
on State Highway 5 (SH5) isn’t safe, so we’re proposing the 
current 100km/h speed limit be reduced to 80km/h. 
We’re also making SH5 between Wairakei and SH38 safer with 
improvements like roadside safety barriers, wide centrelines and 
rumble strips. Work is already underway on the northern section 
of the route at Waiotapu. The right speed limit, along with these 
other improvements will make Waiotapu safer for everyone.  
Before we decide on any changes to the speed limit,  
we want to hear from you. 
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WHAT WE KNOW 
There are several businesses and intersections  
leading to tourist destinations at Waiotapu. Vehicles  
are slowing down to turn off to these locations, while 
those passing through are continuing to travel at 
100km/h which causes safety issues. There is also 
limited space for traffic to turn and the current road 
layout makes it hard for drivers to see what’s ahead. 
Reducing the speed limit is a relatively simple way  
to make this area safer for everyone. 

The community has told us it’s concerned about  
speed through Waiotapu, we’ve completed an 
assessment and consider 80km/h to be the  
appropriate speed for the area. The new roadside  
safety barrier being installed will help prevent  
run-off-road crashes and 80km/h is consistent  
with the safe and appropriate speed identified  
for other settlements along SH5 such as  
Golden Springs. 

CRASHES AT WAIOTAPU
Between 2009 and 2018 there were 20 crashes at 
Waiotapu resulting in five people being seriously 
injured. The speed reduction from 100 km/h to 80km/h 
over this distance will not significantly impact on travel 
times and will greatly improve safety for everyone.

HAVE YOUR SAY
Before we make any decisions we want to hear 
from you.

Formal consultation on the new speed limit 
proposal is required under the Land Transport Rule: 
Setting of Speed Limits (2017). 

WHAT WE’RE PROPOSING 
We’re proposing a new speed limit of  
80km/h from 551m north-east of  
Waikite Valley Road to 369m south- 
west of Waiotapu Loop Road,  
a stretch of 977m through the  
settlement of Waiotapu.

WANT TO KNOW MORE? 
 0800 44 44 49 

 bayofplenty.speed.reviews@nzta.govt.nz



SH5 WAIOTAPU SPEED LIMIT CONSULTATION SUBMISSION FORM 
HOW TO RESPOND
Feedback is due by 25 October 2019. You can: 

• mail this form, using the prepaid envelope
• scan or take a photo of this form and email it to bayofplenty.speed.reviews@nzta.govt.nz
• provide feedback online nzta.govt.nz/BOP-speed-reviews

Name: 

Organisation (if applicable):

Email:

Phone:

Address:

  Please tick if you do not wish to receive further information

Based on what we know and what you’ve told us, we’re proposing a new speed limit of 80km/h from 551m 
north-east of Waikite Valley Road to 369m south-west of Waiotapu Loop Road, a stretch of 977m through 
the settlement of Waiotapu. The proposed 80km/h is a reduction from the current legal limit of 100km/h.

Are there any other factors that we should consider when making our decision?



Speed also reduces the time  
you have to react to a mistake -  

yours or someone else’s.   

NZ Transport Agency
National Office
Private Bag 6995
Wellington 6141
Attention: SH5 WAIOTAPU SPEED REVIEW CONSULTATION FORM 

FreePost Authority 65090

FOLD HERE

PRIVACY STATEMENT 
The information requested in this consultation/survey is being collected by the NZ Transport Agency (the Transport Agency) for 
the purpose of seeking feedback on the proposed change to the speed limit through Waiotapu on SH5, in accordance with the Land 
Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2017.  The survey is being administered by Crestani Communications Limited (Crestani), 
on behalf of the Transport Agency. Any personal information you submit as part of this process will be stored and processed on 
the Transport Agency’s behalf by Crestani (who will use the information for analysis and reporting purposes), in accordance with 
the Privacy Act 1993.  Please note that any feedback you provide is public information, and the Transport Agency may identify you 
as the submitter should it publish your feedback or provide it to a third party if requested under the Official Information Act 1982. 
Please clearly indicate, therefore, if your feedback is commercially sensitive, or if for some other reason your feedback should not be 
disclosed and/or you should not be identified as the submitter. Any other personal information that you provide, however, will not 
be made public.  Under the Privacy Act 1993 you have the right to request access to and correction of any personal information you 
supply as part of this process. If you wish to do so, please email bayofplenty.speed.reviews@nzta.govt.nz

No matter what causes a crash,  
speed can be the difference between 
walking away or being carried away.


