Takitimu North Link_Stage 2:
Te Puna to Omokoroa

November 2025

Borehole drilling underway at night at
Te Puna, on SH2 - October 2025

Takitimu North Link Stage 2 is a proposed new 7.7km 4-lane state highway
between Te Puna (near Loop Road) and Omokoroa, tying into the existing
State Highway 2 (SH2) south of the Waipapa Stream bridge.

We've been steadily advancing the
Takitimu North Link Stage 2 project
throughout 2025, and we're now into
the pre-implementation phase.

Earlier this year, the NZTA Board
confirmed $97 million to support
the next steps: progressing design,
securing consents and getting
enabling works underway.

There is a considerable amount of
land required and we are prioritising
our discussions with property owners
through this complex and sensitive
process.

Applications for statutory approvals
were lodged under the Fast-track
Approvals Act in August 2025,
marking a significant step forward.
Consenting is an important
milestone, setting out the footprint

of the project. An expert panel is
assessing the application, and a
decision is expected early 2026.
You can view the application and
find out more about the process at
fasttrack.govt.nz

In September 2025 contracts were
awarded for design of the new road.
We continue to work with local
authorities including Western Bay

of Plenty District Council, Bay of
Plenty Regional Council and local
hap Pirirakau and Ngati Taka as this
develops.

We've already completed design
refinements where Stage 1and Stage
2 meet at Te Puna, helping to reduce
future rework. A big thank you to the
Loop Road community for your input
during this process.

Delivering a project of this size and
scale comes with its challenges,
from managing the sensitive coastal
environment to landholdings and
complex stormwater requirements.

Right now, we're carrying out

ground investigations at key sites
near Snodgrass, Ainsworth, Te

Puna Quarry and Munro roads, and
around Oturu and Te Puna streams.
These include geotechnical testing,
topographical surveys and soil
contamination investigations, and
will continue through to December.
This work helps inform the road'’s
design and planning. In 2026 we will
continue this pre-implementation
work as part of the 2024-27 National
Land Transport Programme, helping
to build a strong pipeline of projects
ready for future investment decisions.
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Timeline
July/August 2023

Public engagement on draft plans - opportunity
to give feedback

March 2024

Project identified as a Road of National
Significance

Mid 2024

Review of the project to align with the
Government Policy Statement on land transport
2024 (GPS 2024)

Late 2024

Public consultation on tolling proposal
(to fund the Stage 1 maintenance costs
and to support the construction of Stage 2),
tolling was confirmed December 2024

Late 2024

Active property acquisition began

May 2025

$97M confirmed by NZTA board to progress
to pre-implementation

Mid 2025

Localised resident engagement in Te Puna,
Loop Road area on Takitimu North Link
Stage 1tie-in and Stage 2 designs

August 2025

Fast-track consent application lodged

September 2025

Contracts awarded for design
October 2025
Ground investigations begin

2026

Fast-track consenting decision expected, design,
property acquisition and enabling works continue

SH2 looking east towards Te Puna

Takitimu North Link is a vital transport link providing a more efficient, reliable and safer connection
between Tauranga and Omokoroa. Stage 1 (Tauranga to Te Puna) is currently in construction and
due for completion in 2028. Stage 2 (Te Puna to Omokoroa) extends the road a further 7.7km.

If you have any questions, contact us bopprojects@nzta.govt.nz

Subscribe to the newsletter at nzta.govt.nz/takitimunorth
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