
At 5am on Sunday 25 March 
2012, two of the give way 
rules are changing to make 

our roads safer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At 5am on Sunday 25 March 2012, two of the give way rules are changing to make our roads safer.



It’s important (for obvious safety reasons) that you don’t use the new rules until that time.
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What two rules are changing?

• the left-turn vs right-turn rule

• the uncontrolled T-intersection rule

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not all the rules are changing.



The two rules which are changing are:



The left-turn vs right-turn rule



The uncontrolled T-intersection rule
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Why are these rules changing?

• Changing the give way rules is part of the 
Safer Journeys strategy to reduce the 
number of deaths and serious injuries on our 
roads. 

• These changes will help reduce confusion on 
our roads by removing some of the demands 
currently placed on a driver’s decision- 
making at intersections. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes


Changing the give way rules is part of the Safer Journeys strategy to reduce the number of deaths and serious injuries on our roads. 

These changes will help reduce confusion on our roads by removing some of the demands currently placed on a driver’s decision-making at intersections. 
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Change 1: The new left-turn 
vs right-turn rule

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So now we’ll go through the first change which is the new left-turn versus right-turn rule.
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Left-turn vs right-turn change

• From 5am on 25 March 
2012 - all traffic turning 
right must give way to a 
vehicle coming from the 
opposite direction and 
turning left

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All traffic turning right must give way to a vehicle coming from the opposite direction and turning left. So the red car with the dashed arrow will have to give way to the green car with the solid arrow.



Think: ‘If you’re turning right, give way’. 
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Left-turn vs right-turn change

• This new left-turn v 
right-turn rule only 
applies at cross roads, 
T-intersections and 
driveways where both 
vehicles are facing no 
signs or signals (as 
shown here) 

OR…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This new rule only applies when the two vehicles are facing no sign or signal (as shown here) OR…
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Left-turn vs right-turn change

…both vehicles are

facing the same signs

or signals.

• Here is an example 
with both facing Give 
Way signs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
…both vehicles are facing the same signs or signals such as Give Way signs…
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Left-turn vs right-turn change

• Here is an example 
with both facing 
Stop signs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is an example with both facing stop signs.



9

Left-turn vs right-turn change

• Here is an example 
with both facing 
green traffic signals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And here is an example with both facing green traffic signals. 
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Change 2: The new 
uncontrolled 

T-intersection rule

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now I’ll talk through the second change which is the new uncontrolled T-intersection rule.
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An ‘uncontrolled’ intersection 
means there are no signs or 
signals telling you what to do 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
‘Uncontrolled’ just means there are no signs or signals telling you what to do.
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Uncontrolled T-intersection 
change

• From 5am on 25 
March 2012, all 
traffic from a 
terminating road 
(bottom of the T) 
will have to give way 
to all traffic on a 
continuing road 
(top of the T)

Terminating  
road (because 
it ends)

Continuing  
road (because 
it continues)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The new rule will require all traffic on a terminating road (bottom of the T) to give way to all traffic on the continuing road (top of the T).





13

Uncontrolled T-intersection 
change

• This change brings 
the rule into line 
with T-intersections 
where there is a 
Stop or Give Way 
sign on the 
terminating road

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This will bring it into line with T-intersections where there are Stop or Give Way signs on the terminating road. 



So, think ‘Top of the T goes before me’.
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Uncontrolled T-intersection 
change

• This new rule will also 
apply to uncontrolled 
driveways, eg, 
supermarket or 
hospital

• So traffic exiting the 
driveway will need to 
give way to all traffic 
on the road

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It will also apply to driveways, including public driveways such as a hospital or supermarket.



Again, think ‘Top of the T goes before me’.
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Uncontrolled T-intersection 
change

• Drivers should not pull out to block the 
footpath in front of pedestrians and 
cyclists

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s important that all vehicles entering or exiting a driveway must continue to give way to pedestrians on a footpath, or cyclists and pedestrians on a cycle path or shared path. 



They shouldn’t pull out and block the path.
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What intersection/give way 
rules stay the same?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now we’ll talk about which give way rules are staying the same, just to reinforce what they are.
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What stays the same?

• At an intersection controlled by a 
Stop sign, you must stop and 
give way to all other vehicles

• At an intersection controlled by a 
Give Way sign, you must give 
way to all other vehicles except 
those controlled by a Stop sign

Road users should continue to obey all 
road signs and signals.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You need to continue to obey all road signs and signals.

At an intersection controlled by a Stop sign, you must stop and give way to all other vehicles

At an intersection controlled by a Give Way sign, you must give way to all other vehicles except those controlled by a Stop sign



http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/3/7/1/3/1194984910785474358stop_sign_miguel_s_nchez_.svg.med.png&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-2766.html&usg=__UvXJVCUsTlnAkQIZD78o4fUq_Jw=&h=300&w=300&sz=9&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&tbnid=AU2UXVc_gEdDaM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&ei=pufwTvaTBaSjiAe71LjTAQ&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dstop%2Bsign%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dvss%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&um=1&itbs=1
http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/16/UK_traffic_sign_602.svg&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:UK_traffic_sign_602.svg&usg=__txoGcpmzm76c4atdYe2-E3eg0-Q=&h=318&w=360&sz=8&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=Gnc0Kc2D0MsyFM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=121&ei=yefwTp6_OvCdiAfB14nPAQ&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dgive%2Bway%2Bsign%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dvss%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&um=1&itbs=1
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What stays the same?

• If you are turning, give 
way to all vehicles not 
turning 

• If the road is marked 
with a centre line, you 
are deemed to be 
turning if you leave the 
path of the centre line.   
If you follow the path 
of the centre line, you 
are deemed to be not 
turning

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you’re turning, you need to continue to give way to vehicles not turning.



Note: If the road is marked with a centre line, you are deemed to be turning if you leave the path of the centre line.   If you follow the path of the centre line, you are deemed to be not turning



So the blue car here is turning as it’s leaving the path of the centre line, whereas the cyclist is continuing along the centre line.  So the blue car should give way.
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What stays the same?

• If all the rules stated in this 
presentation do not determine who 
gives way, you give way to vehicles 
coming from your right

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And if all the rules outlined in this presentation (both existing and new) don’t determine who gives way, you give way to vehicles coming from your right.



An example of this would be at cross roads controlled by traffic signals when the signals have failed and all approaches have a flashing yellow light.



Note: Intersections with four or more approaches always have signs on at least two approaches or are controlled by traffic signals on all approaches.  
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Roundabouts

• Will there be any 
changes to the give 
way rules at 
roundabouts?

• No. On a roundabout 
you should continue to 
give way to vehicles 
coming from your right.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There will be no changes to the give way rules at roundabouts.



So as usual, here the blue car would need to give way to the red car.
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When will the public 
awareness campaign begin?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now I’ll talk briefly about the public  awareness campaign.
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Timing

• The public awareness campaign will 
start at the end of February and 
intensify when national advertising 
runs from 15 March to 1 April

• This late start date is necessary to 
minimise the risk of people starting to 
use the new rules too early

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The public awareness campaign will start at the end of February and intensify when national advertising runs from 15 March until 1 April.

This late start date is necessary to minimise the risk of people starting to use the new rules too early.



The late start date is based on best practice from Australia when they changed a similar rule. 



The date of change is a key focus on all the NZTA’s communications and marketing material.



23

How will the new give way 
rules be promoted?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now I’ll talk about some of the communications and marketing activity to raise awareness of the new give way rules.
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www.giveway.govt.nz 29 Feb

• Online video 
showing the new 
rules from two 
perspectives

• Online quiz for 
interactive testing 
of give way 
knowledge

• Leaflets for 
download in 
multiple languages

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From 29 February new resources will be added to the NZTA’s give way page at www.giveway.govt.nz 



This will include a video showing the rules from both a birds-eye and driver perspective, an online quiz, and printed resources in multiple languages.

http://www.giveway.govt.nz/
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• 500,000 leaflets circulated via Driver 
Licensing Agents, Police, Councils etc

• Articles in stakeholder publications

• Media campaign

• Resources for deaf, blind and partially 
sighted road users

Other communications

Presenter
Presentation Notes
500 leaflets will be circulated by Driver Licensing Agents, Police, Councils etc.



Articles in stakeholder magazines will include:

Retirement Today

Greypower newsletter

Rental Vehicle Association Newsletter

Radiator Magazine (MTA)

Bus and Coach Association newsletter

www.tearaway.co.nz (teenagers)

The Motor Caravanner



There will also be resources created with the Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind and Deaf Aotearoa for their communities.
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Advertising

• National advertising – TV, radio, 
newspapers, online, Google search 

• Household leaflet drop – 1.7 million 
homes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
National advertising which begins on 15 March will feature TV, radio, newspapers and online.



There will also be a leaflet drop to over 1.7 million homes.
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More information

www.giveway.govt.nz

Until 5am on Sunday 25 
March the current give way 

rules apply.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is the website URL for more information.



And remember that the rules change at 5am on Sunday 25 March. Until then the current rules apply.





http://www.giveway.govt.nz/
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